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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



r 



^/ v 1/ (Currently Amended) A method of operating a pjyrcility of 
types of consumer electronic devices interconnected to forrp/£ network, said 
method comprising th e st e ps of : 

a) configuring a resource manager of s^id network with an access 

policy during network initialization wherein sfflci access policy dictates a 
condition under which a particular service request is permissible to a user ; 

b) receiving a service regoest indicating an identity of a user; 

g) based on said identity, said resource manager determining 

whether said service request violates said access policy; 

4) provided s^id service request is permissible, said resource 

manager determining whether resources of said network necessary for 
carrying out said/Service request are available; and 

e) provided said resources necessary for carrying out said service 

request are/available, said resource manager transmitting control signals to 
said netWork causing said plurality of types of consumer electronic devices to 
carry out said service request. 
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2. (Original) A method as recited in Claim 1 further comprising tiro 
step of returning a failure message to said user when said service request 
violates said access policy. / 

3. (Original) A method as recited in Claim 1 farther comprising the 
step of maintaining a record of activities of said usep: 

4. (Currently Amended) A methop as recited in Claim 3 wherein 
said stop (c) determining whether said service request violates said access 
policy comprises the step of retrieving/said record of activities of said user from 
a log database provided said access policy is dependent on user activities. 

5. (Original) A metnod as recited in Claim 1 further comprising the 
st e ps of : / 

communicating user identification information of said user to said 

server; / 

authenticating/said user identification information; and 

provided said user identification information is unauthenticated, denying 

said user access ko resources of said network. 

6. (Previously Amended) A method as described in Claim 5 

wherein said resources comprise hard resources and soft resources, and 

wherein saidf hard resources comprise said plurality of types of consumer 
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electronic devices and wherein said soft resources comprise content / 
information accessible by said plurality of types of consumer electroijic 
devices. X 

7. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in Claim 6 wherein 
said st e p (d) determining whether resources of s^Tid network necessary for 
carrying out said service request are available comprises the step of accessing 
a resource pool, wherein said resource pcfol contains information regarding 
availability of said hard resources. / 

8. (Original) A method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said access 
policy is stored in a policy database accessible by said resource manager. 

9. (Currently ^mended) A computer-usable medium having 
computer-readable pre/gram code embodied therein for causing a computer 
system to perform a/method of managing resources within a network including 
a plurality of types/of consumer electronic devices interconnected to form a 
network, said method comprising th e st e ps of : 

a) configuring a resource manager of said network with an access 

policy during network initialization wherein said access policy dictates a 
condition under which a particular service request is permissible to a user : 
— /-receiving a service request indicating an identity of a user; 
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g) based on said identity, said resource manager determining 

whether said service request violates said access polic^; 

4) provided said service request is permissible, said resource 

manager determining whether resources of sap network necessary for 
carrying out said service request are available; and 

e) provided said resources necessary for carrying out said service 

>equest are available, said resource manager transmitting control signals to 
said network causing said plurality /f types of consumer electronic devices to 
carry out said service request. 



10. (Original) A computer-usable medium as recited in Claim 9 
wherein said method further comprises the step of returning a failure message 
if said service request violates said access policy. 

11. (Original 1 ; A computer-usable medium as recited in Claim 9 
wherein said method further comprises the step of maintaining a record of 
activities of said user. 



12. (Currently Amended) A computer-usable medium as recited in 
Claim 11 whenein said s top (c) determining whether said service request 
violates said access policy comprises th e st e p of retrieving said record of 
activities of said user from a log database provided said access policy is 
dependent on user activities. 



App. No.: 0 



1/476,419 



Examiner: Blair, Douglas B. 

Art Unit: 2142 



13. (Original) A computer-usable medium as recit^jerin Claim 12 
wherein said method further comprises th e st e ps of : 

communicating user identification information of said user to said 

server; 

authenticating said user identificatipfi information; and 
provided said user identification/information is unauthenticated, denying 
said user access to resources of said network. 

14. (Previously Amended) A computer-readable medium as 
recited in Claim 13 wherem said resources comprise hard resources and soft 
resources, and wherein/said hard resources comprise said plurality of types of 
consumer electronic >cevices and wherein said soft resources comprise 
content information accessible by said plurality of types of consumer electronic 
devices. 

15. /Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium as 
recited in Claim 14 wherein said step (d) determining whether resources of 
said network necessary for carrying out said service request are available 
comprises th e st e p of accessing a resource pool, wherein said resource pool 
contains information regarding availability of said hard resources. 
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16. (Original) A computer-readable medium as redted in Claim 11 
wherein said access policy is stored in a policy databasgcaccessible by said 
resource manager. / 

17. (Currently Amended) A twne server coupled to control a 
network of different types of consumer electronic devices, said home server 
comprising: / 

a) means for storing a/ access policy wherein said access policy 

dictates a condition under whpi a particular service request is permissible to a 
user : / 

b} means for receiving a service request indicating an identity of a 

user; / 

g) means/Tor determining whether said service request violates said 

access policy based on said identity; 

d) means for determining whether resources of said network 

necessary for carrying out said service request are available; and 

e) rneans for causing respective ones of said different types of 

consumer electronic devices to carry out said service request provided said 
service reajuest is permissible and provided said resources necessary for 
carrying out said service request are available , m e ans for caus i ng r e spective 
on e s of said diff e r e nt typ e s of consum e r ele ctron i c d e vic e s to carry out sa i d 
s e rv i c e requ e st . 
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18. (Original) A home server as recited in Claim 17 further 
comprising means for returning a failure message when sakHservice request 
violates said access policy. / 

19. (Original) A home server as recited in Claim 17 further 
comprising database means for maintaining a record of activities of said user. 

20. (Original) A home secver as recited in Claim 19 further 
comprising means for retrieving/said record of activities of said user from 
database means provided said access policy is dependent on user activities. 

21. (Original) A home server as recited in Claim 17 further 
comprising: / 

means for communicating user identification information of said user to 

said server; / 

means /or authenticating said user identification information; and 
means for denying said user access to resources of said network 

provided said user identification information is unauthenticated. 

22. (Previously Amended) A home server as recited in Claim 21 
whereim said resources comprise hard resources and soft resources, and 
wherjn said hard resources comprise said different types of consumer 
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electronic devices and wherein said soft resources comprise content 
information accessible by said different types of ozfnsumer electronic devices. 

23. (Currently Amended) A home/server as recited in Claim 22 
wherein said means tef -for determining whether resources of said network 
necessary for carrying out said service request are available comprises means 
for accessing a resource pool thatystores availability information of said hard 
resources. 

24. (New) A method of operating a network comprising consumer 
electronics devices, comprising the acts of: 

receiving a request from a user of the network, wherein the request 
comprises a request for output of a media content item without the user 
specifying a source/providing the media content item to the network and without 
the user specifying an electronic device of the network for the output; and 

outputting/the media content item if the user is permitted to receive the 
media content item and if an electronic device of the network is available to 
output the media content item. 

25. / (New) The method of claim 24, wherein the network comprises a 
home network comprising consumer electronic devices. 
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26. (New) The method of claim 24, wherein the request jsomprises a 
request for the output at a particular location. 

27. (New) The method of claim 24, wher^ifi the media content item 
comprises audio and video. 

28. (New) The method of clainf^24, wherein the media content item 
comprises a first media content item/and further comprising the acts of: 

receiving, during output of tne first media content item, a second request 
from a second user of the netWork, wherein the second request comprises a 
request for output of a second media content item without the second user 
specifying a source providing the second media content item to the network 
and without the seconauser specifying an electronic device for the output; and 

outputting, during output of the first media content item, the second 
media content item if the second user is permitted to receive the second media 
content item ana if a second electronic device of the network is available to 
output the second media content item. 

29. / (New) The method of claim 28, wherein the network comprises a 
home network comprising consumer electronic devices. 

3D. (New) The method of claim 28, further comprising the act of using 

a single functional manager to receive the first and the second requests. 
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31 . (New) The method of claim 28, wherein the requestor output of 
the first media content item comprises a request that the firet media content 
item be output at a first location, and wherein the request for output of the 
second media content item comprises a request thjat the second media 
content item be output at a second location. 

32. (New) The method of clanan 28, wherein the first and the second 
media content items each comprise/audio and video. 

33. (New) A resource manager for managing a network comprising 
consumer electronic devices, the resource manager being: 

configured to receive, via a user interface, a request from a user of the 
network, wherein the request comprises a request for output of a media 
content item without/the user specifying a source providing the media content 
item to the networlc and without the user specifying an electronic device of the 
network for the odtput; and 

configured to output the media content item if the user is permitted to 
receive the media content item and if an electronic device of the network is 
available tq output the media content item. 



34- (New) The resource manager of claim 33, wherein the network 
comprises a home network comprising consumer electronic devices. 
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35. (New) The resource manager of claim 33, wherein the reefuest 
comprises a request for the output at a particular location. X 

36. (New) The resource manager of claim 3Vwherein the media 
content item comprises audio and video. / 

37. (New) The resource manager/of claim 33, wherein the media 
content item comprises a first media consent item, the manager further being: 

configured to receive, via the u^er interface and during output of the first 
media content item, a second request from a second user of the network, 
wherein the second request comprises a request for output of a second media 
content item without the second user specifying a source providing the second 
media content item to the Network and without the second user specifying an 
electronic device for the/output; and 

configured to oiatput, during output of the first media content item, the 
second media content item if the second user is permitted to receive the 
second media content item and if a second electronic device of the network is 
available to outp/it the second media content item. 



38. tfNew) The resource manager of claim 37, wherein the network 
comprises a/home network comprising consumer electronic devices. 
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39. (New) The resource manager of cl^inpr57, wherein the request for 
output of the first media content item c^mfJnses a request that the first media 
content item be output at a firsUa^ation, and wherein the request for output of 
the second media contepKitem comprises a request that the second media 
content item be output at a second location. 



40. / (New) The resource manager of claim 38, wherein the first and 
the secjzmd media content items each comprise audio and video. 
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